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I	cannot	believe	that	we	only	have	one	more	week	of	school	left	before	
Christmas	break.		We	have	had	a	busy	first	semester	at	OCMS.		There	
have	been	seventy-seven	school	days	so	far,	and	we	have	made	great	
strides	as	a	school	in	that	time.		I	am	very	proud	of	the	achievements	our	
students	made	on	the	STAR	test.		The	students	take	a	reading	and	math	
test,	and	the	results	tell	us	what	grade	level	they	are	working	at	in	each	
area.	
	
Our	7th	graders	had	an	average	gain	of	4	months	growth	on	the	reading	
test.		They	had	an	average	gain	of	8	months	of	growth	on	the	math	test.		
We	had	a	7.6%	reduction	in	the	novice	category.		The	results	show	we	
have	43.3%	of	7th	graders	reading	at	or	above	grade	level.		Math	results	
show	a	decrease	of	10.1%	in	the	novice	category.		We	have	55.5%	of	our	
7th	graders	that	are	working	at	or	above	grade	level	in	math.		34.5%	of	
our	7th	graders	are	working	at	or	above	the	10th	grade	level!	
	
The	8th	graders	had	an	average	gain	of	5	months	in	reading	and	1	year	
and	3	months	in	math.		Novice	scores	were	reduced	by	10.8%	in	
reading.		44%	of	our	8th	graders	are	reading	at	or	above	grade	level.		
This	is	an	increase	of	6.6%.		In	math	we	had	a	reduction	of	10.3%	in	the	
novice	range.		61.1%	of	all	8th	graders	are	working	at	or	above	grade	
level	in	math.		An	incredible	43.9%	of	our	8th	graders	are	working	at	or	
above	the	11th	grade	level	in	math.	
	
I	am	very	pleased	with	the	progress	we	have	made	so	far	this	year.		All	
students	are	giving	us	a	great	effort	so	far.			We	would	not	have	seen	the	
gains	we	have	had	if	this	were	not	the	case.		We	still	have	a	lot	of	work	
to	do	in	reading.		23.6%	of	our	students	are	still	in	the	“novice”	category.		
This	number	needs	to	improve.		The	good	news	is	we	still	have	half	of	a	
school	year	to	work	on	this	and	our	students	are	focused	on	getting	
better.		As	long	as	we	keep	working	hard	and	stay	focused,	I	know	we	
can	continue	to	see	excellent	growth	in	the	2nd	semester.	

 



 
OCMS Academic Team 

By: Emily Sisk 
This Saturday, the OCMS Academic Team is traveling to Edmonson County 
for our first competition of the year. We will meet at the school at 6:45am and 

arrive back in OC later that evening. At this "Holiday Classic", there will be 
assessment tests, quick recall competitions, and written composition.  

The assessments are based on individual subjects, including math, science, 
social studies, language arts, and arts and humanities. In quick recall, players 
are asked general knowledge questions, and use a buzzer system to answer 
the questions. Written composition is when certain team members are given a 

prompt and have ninety minutes to write an essay. I will personally be 
participating in written composition and the language arts test. Hopefully we 

will have a success! Good luck to our academic team! 
 

Special Guest 
By: Kinsey Embry 

Doesn't everyone love when someone new comes to town to perform? Well, 
this past Wednesday, the 6th of December, a special guest was scheduled to 
come to the OCMS FCA. His name is Jim Monroe, but sadly he couldn't make 

it. There wasn't a let down though, because two of his assistants came to 
perform. It was an amazing turnout!  

This was not the only close performance around here though. He performed 
later that night at the McLean County High School. He also had another close 

appearance in Owensboro. If you didn't get to see this special illusionist, 
maybe you'll get to enjoy the experience some other time! 

 
 

Christmas Break 
By: McKaylah Hillard 

There is only one more week until Christmas break, which is very exciting! It is 
also our last newscast, which is very upsetting. This semester was so 

enjoyable with Mr. Johnson and our news crew! We all learned new skills with 
recording and with leading others. A lot of us got some experience with public 

speaking also! Having this class was definitely the highlight of my middle 
school career. If you've been selected for next semester, make the most of it! 

 



FCA 
This week, Jim Monroe, a world-renowned 
illusionist, was our special guest at FCA. 

Unfortunately, he was unable to attend, but his 
assistants were able to come and give a briefing 
for the show. If you did not attend this week, we 
hope that next week you will join us for faith and 

fellowship. We will have our usual milk, 
doughnuts, and a new lesson. Hope to see you 

there! 
  



‘Twas the week before Christmas and all through OCMS 
students are spreading cheer and helping those who have less. 

The stockings were hung by the chimney with care, In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would 
be there; The children were nestled all snug in their beds; While visions of sugar-plums 

danced in their heads; And mamma in her ‘kerchief, and I in my cap, 

Monday- Cap/Hat day 

Had just settled our brains for a long winter’s nap, 

Tuesday- Pajama Day 

When what to my wondering eyes did appear, but a miniature sleigh and eight tiny rein-
deer with a little old driver so lively and quick, I knew in a moment he must be St. Nick. 
More rapid than eagles his coursers they came, and he whistled and shouted and called 
them by name: “Now, Dasher! Now Dancer! Now Prancer and Vixen! On, Comet! On 

Cupid! On Donner and Blitzen! To the top of the porch to the top of the wall! Now dash 
away! Dash away! Dash Away all!” 

Wednesday- Reindeer 

As I drew in my head, and was turning around, down the chimney St. Nicholas came with 
a bound. He was dressed in fur, from his head to his foot, and his clothes were all 

tarnished with ashes and soot; His eyes – how they twinkled! His dimples, how merry! 
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry! He was chubby and plump, a right 

jolly old elf, and I laughed when I saw him in spite of myself. 

Thursday – Santa & his elves 

He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work, and filled all the stockings; then 
turned with a jerk, and laying his finger aside of his nose, and giving a nod up the 

chimney he rose. But I heard him exclaim, ere he drove out of sight – “Happy Christmas 
to all, and to all a good night!” 

Friday – Christmas Sweater 

Pay a dollar each day to help an OC family in need, don’t be a cotton-headed ninny 
muggins, or a Grinch with greed. 

Attention all adults, no not you teens, pay a dollar each day to wear 
your favorite blue jeans.  



Boys Basketball   

Gatorade Outreach 

  



 

  



Asset of the Month 
This month’s asset is  

:  Integrity
Kids act on their convictions 

and stand up for their 
beliefs. 

At Home 
• Celebrate when your child acts 

on a belief or conviction, 
especially when it was 
obviously hard to do. 

At School 
• Encourage and expect all  

faculty and staff to model 
integrity.  

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 


